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Dear Colleagues,

Each year, so many of you go above and beyond the call of duty to help our city.

Because of that dedication, the Ovation Awards ceremony is always so special to me.

The opportunity to honor the people that are the heart of our city’s government is one

the highlights of my job.

This celebration gives me the chance to show my gratitude to those employees who

serve the citizens of Memphis with hard work, determination and commitment. Whether

it’s a Solid Waste employee who ensures their route is always promptly completed, or

a 311 operator who patiently finds a solution for an upset citizen, our honorees prove

day-in and day-out that they are the lifeblood of our government.

Thank you for what you do each day, and  I’m proud to be a part of this chapter with

you. Congratulations to you all.

Sincerely, 

Mayor Jim Strickland

Jim Strickland
MAYOR OF MEMPHIS
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Hello, City of Memphis employees and guests; 
Welcome to our 2022 City of Memphis Ovation Awards!

This is our 7th year celebrating City of Memphis employees with this annual recognition
ceremony. There’s an air of gratitude as this year’s awards are more meaningful than ever.

In 2020 and 2021, we faced unprecedented challenges with the pandemic and social
justice, and you stepped up to the challenge. So on behalf of the citizens of Memphis,
we say THANK YOU!

Thank you for putting citizens above yourself and letting your purpose fuel your
passion for serving, protecting, and leading.

As we honor the loyalty and commitment of those employees who have reached
significant career milestones, having served the City for 25 years or more, we also
take this opportunity to honor those who have gone above and beyond, who
worked while no one was watching, who saw a need and met it, no questions asked.
This Ovation is for you.

I’d also like to thank those who made this year’s virtual celebration a reality. Your
commitment to creating a first-class awards experience is greatly appreciated as we
work to keep our employees safe.

Thank you, our most esteemed City of Memphis employees, for making your mark
on our great City!. 

Stay safe. 

Chief Alex Smith 

Alex Smith
CHIEF HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICER
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OCTOBER 27, 2022
RENASANT CONVENTION CENTER 

Ball Room A

SAxOpHONIST .................................................................................................. Aisha DuBose “Lady E Flat”

MUSICAl ENTErTAINMENT .................................................................................................... Bird Williams

OVATION AWARDS CEREMONY

MASTEr Of CErEMONIES ................................................................ Jeremy Pierre Fox 13 Memphis 

OpENINg rEMArKS ......................................................................   Honorable Mayor Jim Strickland

OCCASION ........................................................ Chief  Human Resources Off icer Alex Smith

INTrOdUCTION Of YEArS Of SErvICE

YEARS OF SERVICE VIDEO PRESENTATION

MUSIC ENTErTAINMENT ........................................................................................................... Bird Williams

INTrOdUCTION Of OvATION

OVATION VIDEO PRESENTATION

MUSICAl TrIBUTE ...................................................................................................................... Bird Williams

SpECIAl rECOgNITION Of lIfESAvErS

Program
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Jeremy Pierre comes to the Bluff City from the
Crescent City, where he was prepped at the storied
St. Augustine High School. 

Continuing his education in the city of New Orleans, he graduated from xavier University
of louisiana with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mass Communication, broadcast
concentration. Jeremy launched his reporting career as an intern at NBC affiliate
WdSU Channel 6. 

After working in his hometown, he then went on to become a general assignment
reporter at KNOE in Monroe, la. News has always been a passion for Jeremy, and he
strives to produce fair, accurate and balanced stories. He particularly enjoys sharing
stories from the communities he serves. Jeremy is a member of Omega psi phi fraternity
and the National Association of Black Journalists. 

He serves as a mentor in NABJ’s high school journalism program. In 2013, he was
named NABJ region v student journalist of the year, and he was the first recipient of
the Ted Holtzclaw Journalism Excellence Award in the NABJ multimedia short course.
A musician at heart (drummer), Jeremy feels right at home in Memphis and is excited
to share the stories of people from the area.

Jeremy Pierre
Fox 13 News

MASTER OF CEREMONY
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Saxophonist Aisha Dubose is a philanthropist,
promoter, and motivator passionate about sharing
God's love through her unique musical expression. 

As many people learn about her ministry, Aisha's
name, assignment, and graceful personality continue

to blossom. She believes that one of her assignments here on earth is to release
a clarion call through divine sound through her horn. This sound will ultimately
remind people of their divine purpose and give them a sense of peace and inner
healing that only god can give.

After discovering that music was a part of her purpose, she has graciously accepted
numerous opportunities to share her gift in various venues across Arkansas,
Missouri, Tennessee, and Mississippi, playing at churches, corporate functions,
women empowerment events, private events, and more. No matter where she
plays, she shares the love of god, not only through her musical talent but with her
grace and class. She has opened for legendary artists and speakers such as
Bill Winston, Ann Nesby, lashon pace, Tramaine Hawkins, Beverly Crawford, Wes
Morgan and was also featured on the Bobby Jones Show.

Aisha is all about living authentically, keeping her intentions pure, as she always
finds ways to encourage and support the development of everyday people
through simple but kind gestures using her music as an outlet. The satisfaction
she gets from indulging in her many passions has led her to bond with and inspire
others worldwide to operate in their diving purpose with authenticity. "It seems
that the world is building an appreciation for more than just talent but sound," she
believes. "people are seeking purpose and hope for living, which is in Jesus Christ,
I have to let the love of god show forth through my music and my lifestyle."

Aisha Dubose
SAXOPHONIST
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Nicknamed “Bird” for his melodious style of singing, Bird Williams, a native
Memphian, but well known throughout the United States, will take you anywhere
you want to go in your mind, spirit and soul with his outrageous and soulful vocals.

Singing since the age of eight, “Bird” comes from a bloodline of gifted singers
including his father, uncles, his baby brother and gospel recording artist. pastor Chris
Williams, III: He has that “old school” flow that pulls litsters directly into the songs he sings.

“Bird” has  shared the stage with many great and timeless singers including:
The Whispers, The Barkays, Karen White, Carl Thomas, Keith Sweat, Bobby rush
and one he truly admires, Mr. frankie Beverly. Some of his hit songs include:
Sometimes Man, Mr. desire, Turn Around Electric lady, green grass, Special One
and Heaven. This is just the beginning!

Bird Williams
MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT
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PUBLIC WORKS
dOrOTHY HUNT

SOLID WASTE
STEvEN E. lONdON

55 Years of Service
SOLID WASTE 
ClEOpHUS SMITH

50 Years of Service
LIBRARY SERVICES
vAlErIE HArrIS

45 Years of Service

POLICE  SERVICES
MICHAEl  HArdY
dONIAl HOpKINS
dENISE ElAINE JONES
dArrYl EArl pOrTEr
JAMES d. SEWEll

SOLID WASTE
rEgINAld  dAvIS

PUBLIC WORKS
rOY dUNCAN

40 Years of Service
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FIRE SERVICES
vINCENT d. CHANdlEr
CArlTON d. pOrTEr

GENERAL SERVICES 
ClEO pArSON

LIBRARY SERVICES 
dIANA ElrOd
JACqUElINE J. HOllANd
JANET E. JEffErSON
dEBBY C. MCElrOY-ClArK

PARK SERVICES
dAvId E. fISHEr

POLICE SERVICES
CHArlES H. CATHEY
rENWICK COWANS

rICKY dAvISON
lOrNA YvETTE grIggS
EvErTINA S. HAlfACrE
ClYdE JEffErSON
MElvIN AMErSON Jr.
ElgIN l. lEE
NEWTON E. MOrgAN
CATHErINE prICE
dOrEEN K. SHElTON
KAM S. WONg
MArCUS A. WOrTHY

PUBLIC WORKS
ExEll AllEN
BErNArd grAY
dAvId W. grIMES
HErMAN HENdErSON
ANdrEW B. HOlMES
CUrTIS r. MCClENdON

JOHN MArK SEvIEr
grEgOrY SHIEldS
pHIllIp O. vANdIvEr

SOLID WASTE
HErMAN AdAMS
dOUglAS l. AddISON
WIllIAM C. BlEvINS
JACK WESlEY CHAMBErS
dArrIN d. dEAN
dAvId l. MCKINlEY
JEffErY W. NElSON
TErENCE E. NICKElBErrY
lUgENE rOSS
frANK d. SMITH
CAlvIN WHITE
AlvIN O. WHITfIEld
STEvEN EdgAr WIlSON
KENNETH A. WINfrEY

35 Years of Service

CITY ATTORNEY
J. MArTIN rEgAN Jr.

CITY ENGINEERING
HUSSEIN gHElICHKHANI

FINANCE
JUlIANNE MABrY

FIRE SERVICES
CHrIS M. AINSWOrTH
THATIS BrATCHEr
rUSSEll g. dAllAS
ANdrE l. EddINS
TYrONE l. gENTrY
JOEl O. grAY
KEvIN W. JArrEll
CrAIg A. JONES
HArOld r. KEllY

dANA gUY KUYKENdAll
STANlEY l. MCCOY
dAvId AlAN NUTzEll
BrANdON T. pITTMAN
CArl T. SCOTT
ClIfTON J. SpENCEr
MICHAEl J. gArrISON Sr.
STEpHEN d. SEWArd Sr.
gINA Y. SWEAT
rICHArd g. TATE
SCOTT AlAN vErrET
KEvIN B. WOOldrIdgE

GENERAL SERVICES
CUrTIS KIrKWOOd
EdWArd E. TOWNSENd

LEGISLATIVE
AllAN WAdE      

LIBRARY SERVICES
MArgArET M. BOYd
JAMES l. MArTIN
ElISABETH KEENON MCClOY

PARK SERVICES
JACKIE r. WIlSON

POLICE SERVICES
MICHAEl d. BISHOp
SHANNON WAYNE BOWEN
BrUCE BrIdgES BrOWN
CONSTANCE MArIE CAgE
STEpHEN  CHANdlEr
SHErrY vIvIANNA glASS

30 Years of Service
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CITY ATTORNEY
JOYCE WINTON BEArdEN

CITY ENGINEERING
EArNEST l. BENTON
KEvIN lEE BrOOKS
KEvIN r. fISHEr
BONNIE A. gOOd
JOSEpH EArl MICHAEl
JEffrEY A. MOrgAN

EXECUTIVE
WIlHEMINA BECTON
pATrICIA  lEWIS
MATOrI SpENCEr

FIRE SERVICES
JAMES B. AldrIdgE
ArNESS M. ANdErSON
frANKIE g. BUSBY
MICHAEl W. CAll
STACEY M. CHAlMErS
SANKENO H. CHrISTIAN
JErEMY S. CIfAldI
rOBErT B. dOWIE
rICHArd B. fAYNE
WIllIAMS A. flOWErS
dANIEl M. HArrIS
ISAAC J. HEAd
JANICE BrAxTON JONES
ClIfTON grIffIN Jr.

lUTHEr lEE AlExANdEr Jr.
pErCY l. ClAY Jr.
rOBErT S. HOrTON Jr.
JEffErY l. KNIgHT
JAMES C. lOCHBIHlEr
ANTONIO M. MACK
rOBErT E. MArTIN
STEvEN W. MCBrIdE
MICHAEl C. MCgEE
dAvId l. MEAdOrS
dArrYl f. MITCHEll
TErrANCE J. MITCHEll
TIMOTHY l. MONTAgUE
AlfrEd r. MOOrE
BArrY K. NASH

25 Years of Service

30 Years of Service
SAMUEl EArl HINES Jr.
MICHAEl CrAIg MCCOllUM
JESSE A. NElOMS
JIMMY EArl rINEHArT
rUSSEll S. STEvENS
WIllIAM dANIEl TAYlOr
JOHN f. WIllIAMS

PUBLIC WORKS
TIMMIE WAYNE BArNES
pAUlA BECTON
ClEOpHUS dOrTCH
dAvId grIMES
HENrY JONES Jr.
CHArlES M. lANEY
ErNEST lArKETT
dWIgHT rAYfOrd

BEvElYN g. SHIEldS
SAMUEl rOSS Sr.
rOdNEY WAKEfIEld
ANTHONY C. WIllIAMS

SOLID WASTE
CEdrIC TYrONE BlACK
frEdErICK EArl BOlTON
JOHN WIllIAM BrOWN
frEdrICK C. CArr
MICHAEl A. ClArK
dONNY r. COTTON
JOHNSON lEE CrAfT
JAMES EdWArd dOTSON
ClYdE dOUglAS
ErIC gOrdON
rEgINAld HESTEr
EdWArd E. JOHNSON
gErAld v. JOHNSON

OlIN r. JOHNSON
JESSIE JAMES HAll Jr.
pINKNEY grANBErrY Jr.
TOMMIE lEE dAvENpOrT Jr.
dAvId l. KYlE
lENNUS lEE lEWIS
MICHAEl A. lUCKETT
rOBErT lEE MUrrAY
grEgOrY W. pATTErSON
MElvIN pATTON
THEOdOrE rAWlINgS
WAYNE  rOBINSON
STEvEN l. NEAl Sr.
lArrY E. TOrrY
dArrEN vAUgHN
ANTHONY  WAlTON
gEOrgE YANCEY
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FIRE SERVICES cont.
KEITH l. NEWSUM
WIllIAM J. NOrMAN
JEffErY l. pATTErSON
MArK r. pATTErSON
ErIC d. pHIllIpS
rEgINAld d. pIpES
THOMAS E. rANdlE
SCOTT A. SAdlEr
SCOTT p. SOrrEllS
STEpHEN A. TACKEr
BETHANY J. THOMpSON
JOHN d. TOTTY
dAvId B. WAddEll
KENNETH d. WAlKEr
MICHEllE d. WHITAKEr
TIffANY l. WHITAKEr
rOdErICK A. WOrdlAW
MArK A. WOrMlEY
JOE p. YOUNg III

GENERL SERVICES
dAvId AlAN BOYCE
TONY lEON dOdSON
grEgOrY E. flEMINg

HCD
CArOlYN d. gIpSON
JOANN JONES-CAUSEY
KIMBErlY S. MITCHEll
glOrIA C. WASHINgTON

HUMAN RESOURCES
ErIC J. SABATINI

LEGISLATIVE
CEdrIC YOUNg

LIBRARY SERVICES
KEvIN E. dIxON
KArEN W. HAll
dEBOrAH A. STEvENS
INgEr O. UpCHUrCH
dAMONE S. vIrgIlIO

PARK SERVICES
MICHAEl SHANE CHIldErS
BArBArA A. dANIEl
JEffErY B. dENNIS
lEIgH MCElWEE
dEBrA ANN TATE
pAMElA A. TAYlOr

POLICE SERVICES
rOBErT dAvId AKINES
JAMES E. ANdErSON
CAlvIN r. AUSTIN
KEvIN BAKEr
dArrEll d. BANKS
ANTHONY BArBArOTTO
TErESA BEdfOrd
SHAWN C. BIESSENBErgEr
dErrICK d. BlAKE
MICHAEl BOYd
rICHArd BrASHIEr
BYrON BrAxTON
BrIAN BrEAUx
CHANA BrITTMON
ANdrEW C. BrOWN
KEvIN J. BrOWN
rOBErT A. BrOWN
TrISTAN d. BrOWN
CArOlYN  BrYANT
ESSICA S. CAgE-rOSArIO
TAJUANA r. CHEATHEM
KIMBErlY  COllIEr
EdWIN J. COrNWEll

CEdrIC CUrrY
TErENCE dABNEY
BrIAN K. dAvIS
CECIl B. dAvIS
SHArON dOdSON
CATrICE dYE
pAUl E. frENCH
MArCUS K. frIErSON
AlvIN K. gArY
JAMES r. gAYlOr
MAvErICK gIBBS
ANTONIO T. grAY
rOBErT HENCE
AlISON HOWArd
lAdIMEr HOWEll
ErIC HUTCHISON
ErIC JACKSON
ErNEST JEffErSON
rIqUEl S. JEffErSON
MAlESA l. JONES
dONAl  fIEldS Jr.
HOWArd lEE CArTEr Jr.
MIlTON BONdS Jr.
JOHN g. KErr
grEgOrY r. KESSlEr
ClINTON r. lANgHAM
WESlEY  lITTlEJOHN
dWIgHT MANN
dENNIS M. MANNINg
CArl  MArTIN
SHErICE B. MArTIN
AlExANdEr MCgOWAN
CHArlES l. MCgOWAN
lUCAS K. MCNAIr
AdAM MErrITT
lOUIS  MITCHEll
TIMOTHY MONISTErE
HAl d. MOrrIS
MArCUS MOSBY

25 Years of Service
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ACCOUNTABILITY 
BrIAN SWANSIgEr 
CArOlYN gIpSON 
CHrISTOpHEr HArpEr
COrdAlE BOYd
dAIMON rUSSEll
dArrEll BANKS
dOMINIqUE MCCrAvEN
dONNA BOYKIN
EUgENE MYErS
gEOrgE CANTrEll
JANIllE TOWNSEl
JArvIS HYMON 
JEffErY pICKArd
JEffrEY HArrIS
JOHNATHON KNOWlTON
KATrINA COBB
lAUrA prINS-HArrIS
MAlCOlM rOBINSON
MArCUS WOrTHY

MArqUArIUS HAMpTON
pAMElA rIddICK-CArrOll
rEgINAld TITUS
SCOTTIE BrANNON
SHAWN HENdErSON
SHONdrA BrOOKS
THErESA lEISTEr
TIMOTHY rUTHErfOrd
TrACY KINg
WESlEY THOMpSON
WIllIAM CArvEr

COLLABORATION
BrANdON HUdSON
BrANdON CArpENTEr
CAlvIN TAYlOr 
CASSANdrA lEAKE
CASSANdrA grAY 
CATHY SMITH
CYNTHIA THOMAS 

dIONNE rOgErS
HEAdlEY BrISSETT
JANIllE TOWNSEl
JHUKUrUIN COlE
JOHN d SMITH
JOHNIE HArdEMAN
JUdAEA lANE
KEllY BOWEN
KENNETH dAWSON
KENNETH frOST
lAUrEN fArr
MAlCOlM rOBINSON
MICHElE ElION
MONIqUE WIllIAMS
NICHOlAS MAESE-MUrpHY
pATrICIA AlSTON
pATrICK dUHAN
TAMArA BUSH
TIMOTHY WIllIAMS 
TrACY ABErCrOMBIE

25 Years of Service
POLICE SERVICES cont.
JENNIfEr C. NEAl
BrIAN f. NEMEC
KArEN A. OllIE
rONAld S. pOlK
JAMES prEBlE
CHrISTOpHEr prICE
TONIE  WIllIAMS
JOHN rICHArdSON
MArvIN AlEx rICHArdSON
STEpHEN v. rOACH
JENNIfEr J. rOBINSON
lOlITA  rOBINSON
lINdA f. rOgErS
MICHAEl  rOSArIO
TIMOTHY rUTHErfOrd
JUSTIN SHErIff
CHrISTOpHEr l. SlAUgHTEr

dAvId SMITH
JOHN   STANdrIdgE
lANEEzE STEpNEY
JOHN M. STONE 
gAlvIN TAKASHIMA
MICHEAl TArENA
dONAld K. TATE
JEffrEY TUrNEr
CHArlOTTE  WAlKEr
lEMAN WAlKEr
ElEANOr JEAN WAlTErS
KATIE p. WArd
KEvIN d. WIllIAMS
MArK AlAN WIllIAMS
TOrYA S. WIllIAMS
TrACY l. WIllIAMS
KErBY lYdEll WINdlESS
MArK  WOJCICKI

CArOlYN  WOOdS
lOrENzO B. YOUNg

PUBLIC WORKS
EddIE l. BrUCE
pAUl T. HOllOWEll
MArIO d. MATHIS
dAvId BrIAN NEYMAN
pATrICK N. STEElE
BEUffOrd HAl THOMAS
gArY W. vAdEN

SOLID WASTE
NOrMAN BArBArO
CHYNEllE l. COlEMAN
pATrICK B. fITzpATrICK
rONNIE SWANIgAN
vINCENT WATKINS

Ovation Award Nominees
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Ovation Award Nominees
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
EXCELLENCE
AlICIA JONES
AMY JONES
ANNIECE rOBINSON
ANTONIO ESpINOzA
ANTONIO pOOlE 
BrANdY TrUJIllO
BrIAN KEllY
BrYANT BrOOKS
CHIH lIN
CHlOE BlACKMON
CHrISTOpHEr vANArSdAlE
CIArA BrOWN-AKINES
dAlE JONES
dANIEl CHAMBErS
dAvId TISdAlE
dAvId fISHEr 
dErrICK HEYWArd
dExTEr CrAIg
dExTEr CrAIg
ElIzABETH WAlKEr
EllA STATES
fEffEr BrITNEY
gEOrgE gIBSON
JANICE AllEN
JONATHAN grOSS
JUSTIN vAzEII
KEITH WrOBlEWSKI 
lASHONdrA JONES
lIllIAN BENdEr
MArgArET BOYd
MATTHEW CHArlES
MEKEAl SCrUggS
NATAlYN vAUgHN
rIqUEl JEffErSON
rOBErT gOllIdAY

rONNIE BUTlEr
rUSSEll WOOllEY
SAJEd MAJId
SAM CHOI
SArAH pErpENEr
SHEENA WATSON
TEdArIUS TUrNEr
TITUS frAzIEr
vAlESHA JENNINgS
vErlEAN KEllY
vON gEOrgE
WANdA HArdAWAY
WAYNE CUrrY

DIVERSITY
CENTrEll HICKS
COUrTNEY BUllArd
dArA gONzAlES
MAlCOM rOBINSON
rOBErT vOYlES
vAlENTINA HENAO

MANAGEMENT 
EXCELLENCE
rOBIN BAllArd
rOdNEY WAKEfIEld
rONAld rOBINSON 
rOOSEvElT TWIllEY
SANdrA WIllIS
SCOTT MOrgAN
SHArdONNAY BOYd
STEpHEN CHANdlEr
TArA gATES
TAvITA CONWAY
TIMMIE WIlSON
TOM WArrICK 
YOlANdA drAINE

TEAM EXCELLENCE
AUTO THEfT TASK fOrCE (ATTf)
BACK TO BUSINESS TEAM
COMMErCIAl ANTI NEglECT
CrIME ANAlYSIS UNIT
CrUMp STATION TASK fOrCE
ENvIrONMENTAl  ENfOrCEMENT
EMS TrAININg
fOx MEAdOWS TUrf STAff
fUgITIvE UNIT
grANTS AdMINISTrATION
grOUp vIOlENCE INTEr
vENTION prOgrAM (gvIp)
gUN CrIMES UNIT
HIrINg ANd TrAININg 
9-1-1 dISpATCHErS
JUvENIlE ABUSE - SEx CrIMES
MEMpHIS pOlICE dEpArT-
MENT'S rEAl TIME CrIME
CENTEr - CrIME ANAlYSIS
UNIT
Mpd BOMB SqUAd-
SAfETY TECHNICIANS
Mpd EMErgENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS BUrEAU
TErMINAl AgENCY 
COOrdINATOrS / NCIC TEAM
Mpd SpECIAl OpErATIONS
(EvENT MANAgEMENT TEAM)
Mpd TEAM UKg - MEMpHIS
pOlICE
Mpl vOlUNTEErS
Mr. MOrIAH STATION 
gIB / TASK fOrCE
MUlTI-AgENCY gANg UNIT
prOJECT 599
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Ovation Award Nominees
TEAM EXCELLENCE cont.
rAINES STATION TASK-
fOrCE UNIT
S.C.O.r.p.I.O.N. UNITS 1, 2, ANd 3
SEx CrIMES / JUvENIlE
ABUSE SqUAd
STIlES WASTEWATEr
TrEATMENT lABOrATOrY
STOrM WATEr
TEAM gET IT dONE!
TEAM Mfd OpErATIONS
TOTAl rEWArdS CUSTOMEr
SErvICE TEAM
vICE
vIrTUAl dIgITAl BrANCH
WOrKplACE SAfETY &
COMplIANCE

MENTOR OF THE YEAR
AlISA MCKINzIE
BATT. CHIEf MAJOr MCNEIl
CHrISTOpHE rOBErTSON
JErOME BOYd
KENNETH HOllOMAN
lASHONdA BErrY
MAlCOlM rOBINSON
MElANIE NEAl
MIKE BArlOW
rANdY TAYlOr
SANKENO CHrISTIAN
STEvE SHUlAr
vIKKI SHABAzz

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
BOBBY JONES
BrITTANY SMITH
CUrTIS TATE
JAzMINE TOlBErT
vAlESHA     JENNINgS
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